
 

Need to meet a Tender Deadline? 

  

Delivering tenders on time is crucial to many 

businesses, and often this can’t be done by email. If 

you have important documentation that is urgent and 

needs to meet a deadline, Dave can help. He provides 

a door-to-door, same day service with collections and 

deliveries signed for, and a significant number of his 

deliveries are tenders and legal documents for regular 

clients. Please contact him for more information. 

 

  

Stock Car Racing 

  

  

  

 

Followers of Dave’s Facebook page will 

have noticed that he has recently take up 

a new interest in stock car racing. To 

date he has competed at Skegness, 

Coventry and Northampton using a 

car prepared by Bracher Racing of 

Loughborough. He is thoroughly 

enjoying it, and is getting faster. Clients, 

however, can be reassured that although 

he aims to make all deliveries on time, 

he doesn’t use the same driving tactics 

on public roads! 

  

 Smart Motorway Driving 

  

If you do much mileage for business or pleasure, you may well have come across 

sections of Smart Motorway, as there are more and more being installed. One of 

the nearest is between junctions 28 & 31 on M1 near Nottingham. 



Smart motorways have variable speed limits, and no hard shoulder, which can 

seem strange to those of us used to a 70mph speed limit and a lane that can used 

to stop in the case of an emergency. Overhead and large nearside information 

signs, which are controlled by Highways England regional centres using CCTV 

cameras, tell drivers the speed limit in force, if lanes are shut, and warn of queuing 

traffic. Where there is no longer a hard shoulder, there are emergency refuge areas 

every 2.5km. 

  

The most important feature of the new smart 

motorways is the Red X sign used to show when a lane 

is closed due to an incident or obstruction. If a red X is 

displayed, you must not proceed further in the lane 

indicated; doing so is dangerous and can lead to 

prosecution. 

  

 

  

Variable speed limits (70, 60, 50, 40) are used to maintain traffic flow when volumes 

are high or for safety reasons following a breakdown or crash or to protect workers 

at the roadside or to allow a vehicle to safely re-join lane 1 from a refuge area. 

New digitial speed cameras are being used more and more to enforce these variable 

speeds. These cameras are clearly signed, but are smaller and grey, so less visible 

than the more familiar 'yellow box' ones. They are mounted discreetly to the side of 

the road but are nevertheless capable of monitoring all four lanes. 

  

  

 

                 Breakdown Advice 

If you break down on a motorway without a hard 

shoulder, try to use an emergency refuge area, 

motorway service area or leave at the next junction. If 

you can't then try and get the vehicle off the 

carriageway, if it is safe to do so. 

  

If there is no choice but to stop in a live lane; 

  use hazard warning lights 

 if you are in the left hand lane and it is safe to do so, exit the vehicle via the 

left hand door and wait behind the barrier if possible. 



 if you can't exit the vehicle, do not feel it is safe to do so or there is no other 

place of relative safety, stay in the vehicle. Keep your seat belt on and dial 

‘999’. 

  

    

MDS Courier Services, Windsor Road, Newark, Notts, NG24 4HX 

Tel: 01636 707445 

Fax: 01636 707482 

Mob: 0793038677 

Email: courier@mdsteleservices.co.uk 
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